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Nonnewaug High School

Primarily services Woodbury and Bethlehem, CT communities, and about 22 
other CT school districts

Diverse academic, vocational and elective studies with options for college 
credit

Wide ranging extracurricular activities

Ellis Clark Regional Agriscience and Technology Program, established in 
1928

97.9% graduation rate
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Nonnewaug High School con’t

Recently implemented Advisory and SSP program

Newly developed and practiced BYOD program for staff and students

Use of personal technology, especially tablets in learning experience

STEM program actively uses 3D printer in Intro to Engineering course
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Trends (part one)

Current and future students demonstrate 
‘mult ip le consumption’ ownership , 
multitasking capabilities, and integration 
into daily routines - with technology

In order for schools to successful ly 
implement and maintain hybrid and online 
courses, teachers will need to be prepared 
to teach in an online format

Appropriate training and professional 
development will need to be provided

Hybrid and online courses need to be 
offered to all students, not just to those in 
danger of failing

Hybrid and online courses accommodate all 
learning styles, enhance independent 
learning stamina, and provides learning 
concepts in a language current and future 
students understand

All educational institutions rely heavily on 
funding from numerous sources

Budget constraints make it difficult to meet 
the undeniable demand of technology 
integration into the classroom

Future budgets need to allocate funds for 
current and appropriate technology, 
dedicated IT personnel for each school, 
authentic and meaningful professional 
development, and ongoing maintenance

School policies are derived from public 
po l i c ie s pushed out by re spect ive 
governments

CCSS requires greater focus on 21st 
century learning skills

CCSS is reshaping current standards and 
disrupting systems in 44 states

Curr iculum, standards , methods of 
instruction, teacher evaluation etc. are 
changing due to public policies being put 
out by the Sta te o f Connect icut ’s 
Department of Education

Educational Technology Budgets Public Policy
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Trends (part two) 

Impact of Online Learning on Effectiveness of Teachers

(Project Tomorrow, pg. 6)

Benefits of Online Learning for ALL Students and Teachers

(Project Tomorrow, pg. 4)
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Practice of Futuring

Essential to the development, growth and success of current and future 
students, faculty and general school community

Provides educational institutions with realistic potential futures that are 
based on current trends and data analysis

Policies, funding and many other elements of an educational institution are 
contingent upon a schools’ ability to utilize futuring

All school community members must be proactive participants in futuring
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Futuring Methods

Scanning: information on current trends and data is collected 
by the continuous survey of current newspapers, journals, 
magazines, web sites and other media sources

Informs the data being presented in scenarios and dictates the 
allocation of funds, resources, etc. within educational 
institutions

Validity of resources can be questionable and/or unreliable

Validity can affect the construction and impact of scenarios

Scenarios: presents potential futures and meaning for possible 
complex events in a relatable way

Allows for mental pictures and personal understanding to be 
established by individuals

Mental pictures and personal understanding can differ between 
individuals based on societal influences

Potential paradigms fall into six categories: progress and 
utopia, anti-utopia, dystopia, revolution, collapse, and 
apocalypse

Continued 
growth, 

development and 
success of school 

communities

1. Creation of potential scenarios based on identified trends
2. Analysis of scenarios based on goals of educational institution

3. Performance analysis to determine success of potential scenarios
4. Continuance or modifications of potential scenarios

Trends identified and data collected through scanning and other futuring 
methods.

Topics for scanning and potential scenarios are determined through 
brainstorming and historical analysis.
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Blended Learning Opportunities

Addresses the new 21st century skills required by the Common Core State 
Standards

Students develop stronger life skills, such as: time management, 
organization, etc.

Students gain more control and establish more responsibility in their 
learning process

Students will engage in more creative thinking and creative problem solving

Students will have their demands of greater technology integration into the 
classroom met

Bloom’s Taxonomy

Friday, October 18, 13



Blended Learning Challenges

Initial costs are high, and can be difficult to secure when funding is 
restricted or cut

Training for students and staff

Students’ access to technology outside of school environment

Complete overhaul of current curricula

Ability to stay current with changing technology and software
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Preparation

More rigorous course curricula, with student-centered approach and higher 
level thinking

Real world application and scenarios built into course work

Self-directed learning for course fundamentals through multimedia 
resources
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Failure to Implement

Stagnant growth and development of life skills

Course curricula, teaching methods and instruction will become antiquated

Failure to meet CCSS demands

Student performance will drop

Students will lack ability to think creatively and problem solve
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Necessary Steps

Secure funds

Budget line items added for: IT personnel, professional development and 
maintenance of technology

District wide learning management system implemented and used for 
tracking, reporting and sharing of student growth and development

Provision of professional development

Development of sequential curriculum from elementary level up through 
secondary level
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Call to Action
Continuation of BYOD program

Formation of Committee [BOE members, administrators, teachers, 
students, IT personnel, and parents] to research advantages, disadvantages 
and restrictions of blended learning environments in relation to Nonnewaug

Research: partnering with another district/college who has successful results 
from Blended Learning Environments, methods of instruction and 
implementation need to be researched

Beta version of blended learning environments should be tested with a few 
different academic courses and at different academic levels prior to the final 
changes and implementation for all courses
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